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OF 

CANCER ,  Wc.  '  • 

INTRODUCTION. 

IN  performing  the  arduous  talk  of  obferving 
difeafe,  it  is  our  duty  to  inveftigate  the  writings  oi 
our  predecedbrs,  and  to  afcertain  the  exad  point 
of  knowledge  at  which  our  art  is  arrived,  when 
we  ourfelves  enter  its  lids  as  cultivators.  In  taking 
fuch  a  retrofpedive  view,  we  find  many  difeafes 
which  were  regarded  as  incurable,  but  which  are 
now  tradable  to  thofe  who  have  dudied  the  laws 
of  our  organization :  yet  there  are  many  remaining 
which  have  baffled  the  dull  and  experience  of  thofe 
who  have  mod  attentively  watched  their  progrefs. 
Thefe  incurable  difeafes  of  the  human  frame  are 
the  terra  incognita  of  the  map  of  Pathology,  and 
it  becomes  the  duty  of  an  obferver  to  regider 
in  this  chart  every  well  afcertained  difcovery  ;  for 
new  obfervations  on  a  difeafe  may  be  regarded  as 
fo  many  headlands  by  which  the  tracing  of  the 
coads  of  a  new-found  continent  is  rendered  pro- 
portionably  eafier. 
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In  no  in  fiance  has  the  unwearied  attention  of 
the  greated  abilities  been  fo  little  rewarded,  as  in 
attending  the  fatal  progrefs  of  Open  Ulcerated 
Cancer,  affedling  the  female  breads.  It  has  been  a 
a  phenomenon  palling  before  the  eyes  of  the  faculty 
ever  lince  the  time  of  Hippocrates,  though  our 
knowledge  at  prefent  feems  little  advanced  in  refpedl 
to  the  treatment. 

In  the  courfe  of  conducting  the  following  cafes  of 
cancer,  the  encouragement  which  fome  novelty  in 
the  practice  afforded,  led  me  once  to  hope  that  I 
might  be  the  fortunate  individual  who  fhould  releafe 
one  half  of  the  differing  part  of  the  human  fpecies 
from  the  following  dreadful  fentence: — u  Palliation 
tc  is  the  lamentable  fate  of  the  defperate  wretch, 
cc  in  wrhom  the  extenfion  of  cancer  precludes  am- 
tc  putation.-  No  fubdances  internally,  nor  exter- 
cc  nally  adminidered,  have  as  yet  been  difcovered 
“  to  arred  this  dreadful  evil.  The  free  ufe  of 
cc  opium  is  the  only  temporary  and  feeble  means 
“  of  obtunding  its  inexpredible  tortures,  until  the 
£C  complete  dedru&ion  of  vital  organization  hap- 
pily  places  the  fufferer  beyond  the  reach  of  pain.” 
(Vide  Aitken’s  Elements  of  Surgery.)  But  to  ac- 
complifh  fuch  views  it  would  have  been  neceffary 
to  have  edablifhed  an  inftitution  for  the  purpofe  of 
concentrating  experience,  if  I  may  be  allowed  the 
term:  for,  on  the  average  of  my  own  pra&ice,  and 

that 


C  5  ] 

that  of  many  of  my  well  employed  friends,  not 
above  one  cancerous  bread  paffes  our  view  in  a 
year.  Thus  the  diflance  of  time  between  the  cafes, 
prevents  any  connected  feries  of  comparative  views 
of  the  effedts  of  different  remedies  employed,  with 
the  idea  of  appreciating  their  refpeclive  utility. 
But  the  value  of  fuch  an  inflitution  was  lelfened 
in  recollecting  the  little  benefit  that  has  arifen  to 
fociety  from  a  firnilar  attempt  made  at  the  Middle- 
fex  hofpitalj  where,  by  the  difmterefted  benevolence 
of  the  late  Mr  Whitbread,  a  ward  was  added,  and 
fupported,  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  receiving  and 
giving  relief  to  cancerous  patients ;  an  attempt 
highly  honorable  to  his  memory,  as  well  as  to 
the  national  charadter ;  for  in  no  country  does  the 
opulent  citizen  contribute  more  cheerfully  and 
feelingly  to  his  lefs  fortunate  fellow  in  diftrefs.thau 
in  Britain. 

Before  eflablifhing,  or  inviting  the  public  to 
eftablifh,  an  afylum  for  fuch  fufferers,  it  occurred 
to  me,  that  to  concentrate  mifery,  by  drawing 
around  me  numberlefs  objedts  before  I  could 
certainly  relieve  them,  feemed  a  refinement  of  tor¬ 
ture,  which,  upon  refledtion,  I  found  I  fhould  be 
unable  to  bear :  for  though  the  ultimate  objedt  was 
fublime,  yet  it  was  uncertain.  Pailing  therefore 
from  the  fcheme  of  fuch  an  inflitution,  I  fhali 
merely  attempt  to  give  a  description  of  the  cafes  I 
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have  fen,  and  an  account  of  the  means  ufed  ; 
hoping  that  fuch  a  detail  may  place  each  medical 
reader  in  the  point  I  thought  myfelf  arrived  at. 
Allowances  I  truft  will  be  made  fhould  I  fail  in 
the  attempt ;  for  to  defcribe  an  art  is  difficult ;  but 
to  make  an  artift  is-  impoffible — he  mull  be  of  his 
own  creation.  I  may  read  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds  on 
painting,  but  a  whole  life  of  practice  is  neceflary 
to  enable  me  to  produce  the  fame  effe&,  by  the 
fame  means.  Thus  I  may  be  capable  of  conveying 
in  words  what  I  think  a  defcription  ;  but  will  any 
words  I  can  ufe  produce  the  effedt  upon  the 
organs  of  my-  readers,  that  the  fight,  the  touch, 
the  odour,  and  the  tout  enfemble  produced  upon  my 
own  ?  Here  I  mull  own  I  feel  the  inefficiency  of 
any  powers  of  language,  nor  do  I  think  the  fafhion- 
able  means  of  coloured  plates  would  much  afiifl  \ 
for  the  various  changes  from  day  to  day,  are  too 
fleeting  to  be  fixed.  I  fhali  therefore  make  the 
attempt  in  the  manner  which  appears  to  me  the  bed. 

The  reviewers  of  an  effay  I  gave  to  the  public, 
have  faid,  that  they  thought  I  had  brought  the  opi¬ 
nions  of  others  in  too  great  abundance.  I  am  ever 
ready,  and  happy,  to  benefit  from  the  advice  of 
judicious  critics  ;  but  at  the  fame  time  I  muft  alfo 
claim  the  privilege  of  determining  for  myfelf.  It 
appeared  to  me  neceflary  to  bring  forward  the 
contradidlory  opinions  of  others,  to  point  out  the 
'  neceffity 
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neceffity  of  determining  fome  fixed  laws  by  which 
we  might  boldly  fleer  out  of  the  chaotic  labyrinth 
of  doubt,  to  the  broad  funfhine  of  certainty.  Had 
I  in  this  inflance  been  as  certain  of  the  perfection 
of  my  mode,  as  I  was  in  that  of  Burns,  I  un¬ 
doubtedly  fhould  have  followed  the  fame  means  to 
have  made  the  utility  of  the  difcovery  apparent, 
for  I  know  of  no  other  juft  way  of  appreciating  our 
labors  than  comparing  them  with  the  labors  of 
others  on  the  fame  fubje£l :  confequently,  to  do  this, 
we  are  under  the  neceffity  of  giving  a  concentra¬ 
ted  view  of  their  works,  and  thus  prefent  the 
whole  of  what  is  known  on  the  fubje£l,  fo  that  the 
medical  artifl  may  determine  the  portion  of  merit 
due  to  each  individual  who  has  laboured  at  the 
work.  But  as  in  the  prefent  inflance,'  I  do  not 
flatter  myfelf  that  I  have  made  fuch  ftrides  to  cer¬ 
tainty,  I  fhall  not  trouble  the  reader,  nor  fwell  my 
page,  by  too  elaborate  a  detail  of  former  efforts, 
but  content  myfelf  with  noticing  fome  general  fa£ls  ; 
and  I  (hall  feel  myfelf  fufficiently  gratified,  fhould  I 
be  the  means  of  affifting  others  to  make  further 
advances,  by  which  they  may  be  enabled  to  over¬ 
come  this  mortal  enemy  of  the  fair.  If  the  enthu- 
fiaflic  Burke  could  expert  that  ten  thoufand  fwords 
fhould  leap  from  their  fcabbards  in  defence  of 
Marie  Antoinette,  what  champions  may  I  not  ex¬ 
pert  will  arife  to  deteft  the  firft  approaches,  and 
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refill  the  wafteful  progrefs  of  this  foe  to  fo  large 
a  portion  of  the  fex  !  It  can  only  be  accomplifhed 
by  thus  combining  the  powers  of  the  faculty  at 
large ;  for  the  few  opportunities  that  happen  to  an 
individual,  even  in  a  long  life,  are  not  fufficient  for 
him  fteadily  to  purfue  this  one  objed  to  the  point 
of  certainty,  which  we  fhould  wifti  to  arrive  at. 

There  are  few  provincial  towns,  which  do  not 
boaft  the  pofleflion  of  fome  cancer  curer.  An  old 
woman,  a  gardener,  a  blackfmith,  are  faid  to 
vanquilh  thofe  difeafes  which  have  hitherto  baffled 
the  powers  of  the  moft  enlightened  champions  of 
the  healing  art !  Let  praditioners,  who  are  near 
the  habitations  of  fuch  pretenders,  obferve,  with 
philofophic  coolnefs,  the  refult  of  their  pradice ; 
and  if,  in  the  hands  of  rafhnefs  and  ignorance, 
there  fhould  be  found  a  powerful  remedy,  producing 
falutary  efFeds,  which  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  fcience 
the  phyfician  cannot  produce,  let  them  confefs  it. 
Were  I  in  a  fimilar  fituation  I  would  fo  ad,  and 
ufe  my  endeavours  that  the  individual  fhould  be 
rewarded,  and  the  world  benefitted.  Perfedion 
is  perhaps  not  to  be  expeded,  while  the  open 
fyflem  of  empiricifm  is  encouraged  as  a  fource  of 
revenue  ;  but  it  is  our  duty  to  ad,  and  if  we  can¬ 
not  reform  abufes,  we  muft  endeavour  to  turn 
.. .  / 

them  to  the  greatefl  advantage  for  the  public  good. 

I  fhould  have  had  great  pleafure  in  giving  a  full 
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and  accurate  view  of  all  the  powers  which  carbonate 
of  lime  is  capable  of  exerting  on  the  fyftem,  well 
knowing  that  fuch  an  inveftigation  would  tend  to 
the  advancement  of  the  healing  art ;  but  a  combi¬ 
nation  of  circumftances  of  a  private  nature,  which 
it  is  not  neceffary  to  explain,  prevents  me  from 
purfuing  the  inquiry ;  I  therefore  am  the  more  anx¬ 
ious  to  give  the  refult  of  thofe  effects  which  I 
have  feen,  with  a  view  to  excite  the  attention  of 
others,  who  have  an  opportunity  of  elucidating  the 
fubjeft  by  experiment.  To  the  means  of  prevention 
I  fhould  wifh  to  call  the  attention  of  my  fellow 
labourers ;  it  may  be  a  lefs  fplendid  achievement 
to  prevent  difeafe  than  to  cure  it,  but  it  will 
generally  be  allowed  that  to  point  out  the  mode  of 
prevention  is  the  moft  extenfively  ufeful.  The 
means  I  have  recommended  for  preventing  the 
torpor  of  parts  ending  in  the  death  of  thofe  parts, 
and  the  manner  of  keeping  up  the  unity  of  a&ion 
of  the  whole  fyftem,  are  methods  which  have  been 
found  fo  extenfively  ufeful  in  fuch  a  variety  of 
difeafed  a&ions,  as  to  merit  great  confideration.  It 
is  by  fuch  views  as  thefe  that  we  {hall  ultimately 
combine  the  varied  a&ions  of  the  fyftem,  and  in 
the  end  be  enabled  to  clafs  them  under  a  few 
general  laws  of  organized  life. 

B 


CASE 


C  10  ] 


CASE. 

On  the  third  of  February,  1801,  I  was  requefled 
to  vifit,  in  confultation  with  my  friend  Do&or 
Ramfay,  the  wife  of  Mr  Brown,  leader  of  the  band 
of  the  North  York  regiment  of  militia.  Her  cafe 
feemed  fo  deplorable  that  no  hopes  were  entertain¬ 
ed  of  a  cure ;  to  point  out  a  rational  palliative 
treatment  appeared  the  only  ftep  we  had  to  take. 

To  give  an  accurate  idea  of  her  difeafe,  it  will  be 
neceffary  to  trace  it  from  its  origin,  as  well  as  her 
defcription  will  ferve  for  that  purpofe. 

Mrs  Brown,  aged  thirty-four,  (formerly  Mifs 
Elizabeth  Kempfter)  has  been  married  three  years. 
Previous  to  that  period,  fhe  lived  fourteen  years 
with  the  prefent  lady  Fauconberg,  as  her  maid. 
She  fays,  about  five  years  ago,  fhe  perceived  a 
fmall  tumor  in  her  right  bread,  about  the  fize  of 
a  hazel  nut ;  but  as  it  gave  her  no  pain,  fhe  was 
not  uneafy  about  it,  nor  did  fhe  make  it  known, 
or  apply  any  thing  to  it.  After  her  marriage  the 
regiment  went  to  Scotland  ;  where,  from  changing 
quarters,  and  lodging  in  a  damp  room,  fhe  was 
feverely  affli£ted  with  the  rheumatifm.  About  fix 
months  ago  her  right  bread  began  to  fwell,  and 
very  fhortly  after  the  left ;  they  both  enlarged  very 
rapidly,  and  had  fevere  lancinating  pains,  with  a 
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burning  fenfation,  in  them.  About  a  month  ago 
the  right  bread  opened,  and  (he  applied  a  bread 
and  milk  poultice  to  it,  until  a  few  days  ago,  when 
Dr  R'amfay  had  directed  her  to  apply  the  carrot 
cataplafm. 

The  above  is  the  description  of  the  cafe  previous 
to  its  falling  under  my  cognizance.  The  appear¬ 
ances  at  my  fird  vifit  were  as  follow : — the  body 
of  both  breads  was  firmly  attached  by  inflammation 
to  the  pe&oral  mufcles  of  each  fide.  The  whole 
chain  of  lymphatics  in  each  axilla  were  dudded 
with  tumors,  fo  buried  and  blended  with  the  bra¬ 
chial  veflels,  as  to  render  the  feparation  of  them 
impoflible,  even  by  the  mod  dexterous  operator. 
The  right  bread  prefented  an  ulcerated  Surface, 
about  three  inches  and  a  half  one  way,  and  an  inch 
and  a  half  the  other,  through  which  protruded  an 
excrefcence  of  the  fize  and  fliape  of  half  a  pickled 
walnut,  Situated  about  an  inch  from  the  areola,  on 
its  Superior  and  exterior  part.  The  papillae  of 
each  wTere  much  deprefled,  and  there  was  an  ex¬ 
ulceration  round  that  of  the  left.  The  left  bread 
was  attached  to  the  ikin  in  two  places,  which  car¬ 
ried  the  appearance  of  fpeedily  becoming  in  the 
date  of  the  right.  The  patient  appeared  delicate 
in  her  general  health,  and  had  frequently  hot  and 
cold  fits  during  the  day.  Until  this  period,  from 
the  time  of  her  arriving  at  the  age  of  puberty* 
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fhe  had  always  been  regular  in  her  periodical 
changes.  From  the  fairnefs  of  her  complexion, 
the  delicacy  of  her  fkin,  and  the  affection  of  the 
lymphatic  fyftem,  there  can  be  no  doubt  in 
ranking  her  in  the  clafs  of  fcrofulous  habits. 

The  above  is  the  ft  ate  in  which  I  found  her,  with 
her  previous  defcription  of  the  difeafe.  I  (hall  now 
proceed  to  narrate  the  progrefs  of  her  complaint, 
from  that  period,  to  its  ultimate  termination  in 
what  was  beyond  my  mod  fanguine  expectations, 
namely,  a  PERFECT  CICATRIX. 

The  excrefcence,  which  was  formed  by  feveral 
of  the  glands  of  which  the  whole  mammary 
gland  is  compofed,  came  away  and  left  a  deep 
ugly  ulcer,  fecreting  a  thin  foetid  ichor,  which 
corroded  the  living  fibres  of  the  adjoining  fkin 
and  cellular  membrane,  of  which  the  adjacent 
parts  are  compofed,  forming  that  peculiar  and 
malignant  date  of  fore,  termed  CANCER,  and 
which  hitherto  has  redded  all  furgical  and  medical 
treatment.  The  remaining  glands  of  the  congeries 
turned  out  of  their  beds  one  after  another  ;  and  at 
the  end  of  about  a  month  the  whole  had  come 
away,  and  left  that  particular  deep  and  unequal 
furfaced  wound  peculiar  to  cancer,  the  interditial 
pieces  of  adipofe  membrane,  affuming  the  mul¬ 
berry  like  excrefcences  fo  chara&eridic  of  this 
fore,  as  univerfally  defcribed  by  all  accurate  furgi¬ 
cal  writers. 
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A  frequent  hemorrhage  from  the  fmall  nouriffi- 
ing  arteries  took  place.  This  ranks  it  among  what 
the  people  term  bleeding  cancers.  During  this 
Houghing  dage,  fhe  complained  of  a  good  deal  of 
pain  ;  but  the  fenfation  of  burning  or  fcalding  was 
more  troublefome  than  any  lancinating  pains. 
The  left  bread  during  this  period  was  alfo  much 
fwelled,  and  a  thin  ichorous  difcharge  or  oozing 
from  around  the  nipple,  threatened  the  fame 
fcene  as  had  taken  place  in  the  right*  But  the 
difcharge  of  the  fore  of  the  right  bread  becoming 
more  bland,  the  pain  of  the  left  bread  gradually 
ceafed  with  that  of  the  right ;  the  difcharge  infenfi- 
bly  became  more  puriform  ;  and  at  the  end v  of  the 
fecond  month,  I  had  the  extreme  fatisfa&ion  of 
perceiving  new  cuticle  forming  down  the  per¬ 
pendicular  Tides  of  this  terrific  ulcer.  Such  a 
mixture  of  beauty  and  uglinefs  is  only  capable  of 
being  conceived  by  a  medical  artid  ;  or  at  lead  he 
only  is  capable  of  judging  of  my  feelings  during 
fuch  a  procefs — uniqije  in  my  practice  and  obfer- 
vation.  The  progrefs  of  cicatrization  proceeded 
all  round  the  circumference  to  the  centre,  nor  did 
it  ceafe  until  it  had  completed  a  cure.  The  part 
remained  like  an  inverted  cone,  or  rather  like  the 
crater  of  a  volcano. 

I  am  not  yet  able  particularly  to  note  all  the 
laws,  or  mention  the  varieties  of  the  powers  of 
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nature,  during  the  procefs  of  cure  in  cancer,  as 
my  experience  is  not  yet  fufficient  for  the  neceffary 
comparifons ;  but  this  I  know,  that  no  fore  I  ever 
attended,  proceeded  on  the  laws  this  cafe  has  fol¬ 
lowed.  If  I  may  be  allowed  the  expreffion,  the 
Ikin  precipitated  itfeif  down  the  perpendicular  Tides 
of  the  fore,  at  right  angles  with  the  furface  of  the 
true  Ikin  and  adjacent  cuticle. 


CASE. 

ANN  FAIRBRIDGE,  aged  fifty-four,  applied 
to  me  in  the  month  of  April,  1801,  on  account  of 
a  tumor  fhe  had  in  the  right  breaft.  She  had  un¬ 
dergone  the  routine  of  remedies  fuggefled  by  her 
benevolent  neighbours,  without  any  beneficial  effeft, 
and  had  confulted  other  medical  advice,  among  the 
reft  Mr  Horn,  who,  with  the  candour  fo  peculiarly 
his  chara&eriftic,  fuggefted  to  her  the  propriety  of 
an  operation.  The  timidity  of  her  difpofition  pre¬ 
vented  her  compliance  with  his  advice  j  and  having 
heard  of  Mrs  Brown’s  cafe,  fhe  was  induced  to 
confult  me,  faying  fhe  could  fubmit  to  any  thing 
but  the  operation.  I  informed  her  the  refult  of 
Mrs  Brown’s  cafe  was  what  I  had  never  before 
feen  $  that  there  might  be  fome  peculiarity  in  it 
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which  I  could  not  account  for  ;  and  that  her  cafe 
might  not  terminate  fo  favorably ;  yet  as  (he  was 
fo  anxious,  I  promifed  her  that  I  would  treat  her 
cafe  as  fimilarly  to  Mrs  B’s  as  the  nature  of  the 
difeafe  would  admit ;  and  that  every  relative  care 
fhould  be  taken  of  her,  during  the  treatment,  which 
circumftances  might  didate.  To  this  offer  fhe 
heartily  gave  her  confent,  and  I  accordingly  took 
the  charge  of  her. 

To  convey  a  clearer  idea  of  the  whole  of  this 
cafe,  I  fhall  relate  her  previous  hiftory  ;  the  ftate 
fhe  was  in,  when  I  commenced  my  attendance, 
and  the  appearances  through  the  different  ftages, 
to  the  termination.  Her  life  was  fpent  in  fervice. 
She  had  been  much  troubled  with  chronic  rheuma- 
tifm,  a  complaint  to  which  the  family  had  a  pre- 
difpofition ;  one  of  her  filters  having  had  it  to  fuch 
a  degree,  as  to  have  mifplaced  moft  of  the  joints  of 
her  hands.  The  menftrual  flux  ceafed  with  her 
about  two  years  ago ;  after  which  fhe  enjoyed  a 
much  better  ftate  of  health,  than  fhe  had  ever 
done  previoufly  to  that  period.  All  her  rheumatic 
pains  had  left  her,  and  fhe  thought  herfelf  per¬ 
fectly  well.  Alas !  how  tranfient  is  health,  or 
happinefs ;  the  equal  diffufion  of  healthy  adion, 
and  agreeable  fenfation,  through  the  whole  fyftem, 
iafted  little  longer  than  a  twelvemonth !  This 
equal  adion  was  followed  by  the  torpor,  obftruc- 
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tion,  and  ultimate  death  of  a  part  of  the  mammary 
organization. 

About  eight  months  prior  to  this  application, 
her  attention  was  drawn  to  the  breaft,  in  confe- 
quence  of  frequent  darting  pains  through  it. 
Her  feelings  induced  her  to  examine  it,  and  {he 
felt  a  fmall  tumor,  rather  deeply  feated  in  her 
right  breaft.  It  rapidly  increafed  in  ftze,  and  be¬ 
came  more  painful ;  all  the  efforts  to  retard  its  pro- 
grefs,  or  affuage  the  torment,  were  ineffectual. 
When  I  firft  faw  it,  the  papilla  was  confiderably 
retraded  ;  the  tumor  feemed  to  include  the  whole 
congeries  of  glands,  and  from  about  two  inches 
and  a  half  from  the  nipple  on  the  exterior  and 
fuperior  part  of  the  breaft,  formed  an  elevation. 
In  this  part  the  integuments  were  inflamed,  and 
the  tumor  felt  as  if  nailed  to  the  fide. 

With  the  intention  of  giving  every  chance  to 
the  patient,  and  to  try  the  efforts  of  the  abforbent 
veffels  upon  the  tumor,  an  alterative  courfe  of 
medicines  was  exhibited,  with  the  modified  ufe  of 
the  vapor  bath  (as  a  tepid  one)  that  is,  the  heat 
not  more  than  94,  or  96  degrees.  Thefe  means 
arrefted  the  progrefs,  and  relieved  the  pain  of  the 
difeafe,  but  were  found  inadequate  to  produce 
more  than  palliative  effe&s. 

The  impoffibility  of  reducing  the  tumor,  and 

her 
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her  determination  not  to  fubmit  to  its  being  extir¬ 
pated  by  the  knife,  induced  me  to  make  the  attempt 
of  reducing  it  to  the  fame  ftate  as  Mrs  Brown’s. 
I  therefore  applied  a  ftrong  cauftic  upon  the  tumor, 
large  enough  to  produce  an  efchar,  to  enable  me 
to  a£t  upon  the  difeafed  part  to  the  bottom,  as  far 
as  its  attachment  to  the  pedoral  mufcle.  This 
was  very  flow  in  feparating.  In  about  a  month 
the  efchar  came  off,  the  cauftic  having  very  effec¬ 
tually  gone  through  the  invefting  integuments. 
The  wound  looked  healthy  and  well  round  the 
edges.  In  the  center  there  remained  a  firm  fibrous 
efchar  about  the  fize  of  a  fhilling,  and  of  a  dulky 
yellow  colour.  Round  the  edges  of  this,  I  applied 
the  cauftic  powder,  with  an  armed  probe,  upon  lint; 
which  in  about  a  fortnight  more  brought  me  to 
the  bottom.  At  the  end  of  fix  weeks  the  whole 
iurface  of  the  wound  looked  healthy  ;  the  pus  was 
laudable;  the  fkinning  procefs  was  beginning  from 
the  bottom  of  the  wound,  which  was  upon  the 
pe&oral  mufcle,  and  afcended  up  the  fide  towards 
the  fuperior  part  of  the  fore.  For  a  fortnight  the 
appearances  were  daily  more  gratifying. 

At  this  period  nothing  could  exceed  the  pleafure 
I  received  from  the  progrefs  of  the  cafe.  The  new 
fkin  forming  from  the  bottom,  to  the  fize  of  a  finger 
nail,  with  the  fame  beautiful  plumb  bloom,  as  in 
Mrs  B’s  cafe,  gave  me  hopes  that  the  power  of 
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overcoming  the  deadly  effe&s  of  cancerous  ac¬ 
tion  was  at  length  difcovered.  The  wound  was 
firm  and  healthy,  and  every  cancerous  appearance 
had  vaniflied.  After  fuch  flattering  profpefts,  I 
{hall  not  attempt  to  relate  what  I  felt  in  the 
fubfequent  part  of  the  treatment.  The  fudden 
vanishing  of  fuch  well-founded  hopes,  produced 
fenfations  in  an  ardent  mind,  which  it  is  eafler  to 
conceive  than  to  defcribe. 

\ 

From  this  time  the  wound  became  flationary. 
In  about  a  week  more,  the  upper  part  next  the 
clavicle  appeared  more  irritable  than  the  other  parts 
of  the  fore  ;  the  lymphatic  veflfels  pafling  over  the 
clavicle  became  thickened  and  corded,  fo  as  eafily 
to  be  traced  by  the  touch,  both  on  the  heck,  to¬ 
wards  the  head,  and  in  the  axilla  down  the  arm. 
In  a  (hort  time  after  this  appearance  of  the  affe&ion 
of  the  lymphatic  fyftem,  the  limb  began  to  fwell, 
commencing  at  the  ends  of  the  fingers,  and  gra¬ 
dually  afcending  up  to  the  Ihoulder,  and  the  arm 
became  very  large  and  unwieldy.  Some  oleum 
camphoratum  was  applied  to  guard  the  (kin,  and  a 
flannel  roller  to  fupport  the  integuments.  From 
the  ftiffnefs  and  fize  of  her  arm,  (he  was  prevented 
from  lying  in  bed,  and  the  laft  month  of  her  ex- 
iflence  (he  pafled  in  an  arm-chair,  with  her  legs 
laid  upon  a  flool.  From  this  pofition  her  lower 
extremities  began  to  be  cedematous  $  and  as  her 
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cloaths  were  not  taken  off  at  night,  the  increafe 
of  the  fwelling  was  not  noticed  to  me,  until  there 
appeared  to  be  a  confiderable  difcharge  from  her 
left  leg.  On  examination,  the  whole  limb  was 
much  enlarged,  from  lympatic  effufion  ;  an  inflam¬ 
mation  appeared  below  the  calf ;  feveral  veficles 
were  broken,  and  fome  gangrenous  fpots  were  vi- 
fible.  As  fhe  had,  during  the  courfe  of  the  difeafe, 
been  allowed  the  ufe  of  wine,  and  had  latterly 
taken  bark,  little  more  could  be  done  than  to  pal¬ 
liate.  A  rag  fpread  with  cerate  was  applied  to  the 
part,  and  repeated  daily.  The  excoriation  of  the 

fkin  on  the  leg  was  troublefome  ;  and  fhe  com-  ’ 

» 

plained  of  great  heat  and  fcalding  in  that  part, 
fimilar  to  what  {he  felt  in  the  bread.  It  was  about 
two  months  from  the  fird  application  of  the  cauf- 
tic,  that  the  lymphatic  fydem  took  up  the  difeafed 
adfcion  above  defcribed.  About  the  fame  time  the 
difcharge  from  the  bread  became  lefs  puriform, 
and  more  abundant  in  quantity ;  the  new  fkin  was 
dedroyed  ;  and  the  difcharge  excoriated  the  edges 
of  the  fore,  which  communicated  an  eryfipelatous 
a&ion  to  the  cutis,  in  the  direction  of  the  axilla. 
The  burning  fenfation  from  this  caufe  added  con- 
fiderably  to  her  fufferings,  and  kept  up  a  condant 
hectic,  which  confiderably  hadened  the  period  of 
her  diffolution.  The  wound  during  this  dage  be- 
came  deteriorated  in  its  appearance  9  and  as  there 
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never  was  anydifcharge  of  blood  from  the  wound, 
the  powers  of  her  fyitem  were  quite  exhaufled  by 
the  fever  kept  ,up  from  the  irritation  of  the  fore, 
and  this  brought  on  fuch  debility,  that  a  diftant 
furface,  irritated  by  a  mechanical  caufe,  took  on 
the  fame  painful  eryfipelatous  a&ion  as  the  prima¬ 
rily  difeafed  part,  and  had  its  (hare  in  wealing  down 
her  frame,  which  ceafed  its  vital  fun&ions  early  in 
Augull,  1801,  after  a  treatment  of  three  months, 
during  which  I  had  well-founded  hopes  of  a  differ¬ 
ent  termination  :  but  the  duty  I  have  ever  impofed 
upon  myfelf,  of  noticing  what  I  think  may  be  ufe- 
ful,  induces  .me  to  give  a  ftatement  of  my  unfuc- 
cefsful,  as  well  as  fuccefsful  endeavours ;  for  it  is 

the  fame  principle  that  urges  them  both. 

* 

MODE  OF  TREATMENT. 

Having  given  the  hiflory  of  thefe  cafes,  and 
conduced  one  of  them  to  that  defired  ultimatum, 
a  cure,  it  will  be  neceifary  to  delineate  the  means 
ufed  to  produce  that  eft'eft.  In  reviewing  the  cafe 
it  will  be  feen,  that  the  treatment  muft  divide  itfelf 
into  two  heads,  viz.  general,  and  local.  The  moil 
urgent  fymptoms  of  the  firft  clafs,  were  the  tumi- 
fa&ion  of  the  glands  in  the  left  breaft,  and  in 
each  axilla?  as  alio  the  general  debility  of  the  fub* 
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je<£t.  With  a  view  of  equalizing  the  a£Hon  of  the 
glandular  fyftem,  and  to  prevent  the  engorgement 
which  had  already  taken  place  in  various  glands, 
terminating  in  the  death  of  thofe  parts,  I  was  in¬ 
duced  to  ufe  the  vapor  bath.  It  may  here  be  ne- 
ceffary  to  explain  my  reafons  for  this  pra&ice. 
Vapor  baths  in  this  country  are  not  at  all  com¬ 
mon  ;  they,  in  general,  have  been  in  the  hands  of 
empirics,  and  very  frequently  mifapplied;  confe- 
quently  have  done  much  harm  :  but  though  an  ac~ 
tive  power,  capable  of  doing  injury,  when  differently 
modified,  they  are  capable  of  producing  much  good. 
From  the  folvent  power  of  fleam  upon  inanimate 
vegetable  and  animal  matter,  the  idea  of  applying 
it  (by  means  of  vapor  baths)  to  the  difcufllon  of 

hard  tumors  of  various  chara&ers,  has  taken  its 
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rife.  To  effeft  this  the  more  readily,  the  hotter 
they  were  applied,  the  fooner  it  was  expedled  to 
complete  a  cure.  If  for  local  fwellings,  fhort  of 
fcalding  was  the  rule  ;  if  to  the  whole  body,  as  hot 
as  the  patient  could  bear,  fhort  of  fainting  in  the 
bath.  The  profufe  perfpiration  at  the  time ;  the 
immediate  faintnefs,  and  the  fubfequent  debility 
attending  fuch  difcipline,  will  eafily  account  for 
the  prejudice  againft  vapor  bathing.  Though 
it  requires  212  degrees  of  heat  to  convert  water 
into  fleam,  yet  it  may  be  applied  in  that  flate 

at 
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at  a  very  bearable  temperature.  I  have  found 
the  vapor  bath  lufficiently  full  of  fleam  at  fo  low  a 
temperature  as  60  degrees.  When  total  immerfion 
of  the  body  (except  the  head)  is  ufed,  I  in  general 
apply  it  at  about  94  degrees.  In  this  ftate  it  is 
little  more  heating  than  a  warm  bath  of  the  fame 
ftandard ;  though  in  my  opinion  much  more 
powerful  in  its  difcutient  effeds.  Probably  at  this 
temperature  the  abforbents  may  imbibe  the  fluid 
more  readily,  and  its  powers  may  be  carried  into 
the  fyftem  beyond  the  mere  fuperficial  application. 
The  adion  of  a  bath  of  this  kind  upon  the  body 
appears  to  be  as  follows : — The  applying  of  an 
equal  flimulus  of  heat  over  the  whole  furface  of 
the  body,  induces  an  equal  adion  upon  the  furface, 
upon  the  heart,  and  upon  all  the  other  correfponding 
and  fympathizing  parts.  It  would  lead  me  too  far 
to  enter  into  the  proof  of  this  at  prefent ;  but  I  am 
in  poflfeflion  of  fads  from  perfonal  experiments, 
which  have  led  me  to  thefe  conclufions,  and  J 
hope,  on  a  future  occafion,  to  make  them  felf- 
evident  to  all  unprejudiced  obfervers.  With  this 
view  of  the  fubjed,  I  am  induced  frequently  to 
ufe  the  vapor  bath,  when  there  appears  to  be  a 
torpor  of  any  part  of  the  fyftem,  by  which  means 
I  have  frequently  the  pleafure  of  feeing  a  unity  of 
adion  reftored,  or  parts  reftored  to  the  fyftem, 
which,  had  they  not  been  fo  treated,  would  pro¬ 
bably 
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bably  have  caufed  the  death  of  the  whole,  as  is 
generally  the  cafe  in  cancer  of  the  bread,  uterus, 
and  fometimes  of  other  parts. 

The  famous  Dominiceti,  and  Dr  Kelly,  have 
both  aliened,  that  they  have  cured  many  cafes 
of  cancer  by  the  ufe  of  their  vapor  baths.  To 
accept,  or  refute  thefe  alfertions,  it  will  be  firfl 
neceflary  to  come  to  a  definition  of  what  we  deem 
cancer.  In  looking  over  the  works  of  medical 
nofologifts,  I  find  none  of  them  exprefs  the  views 
I  have  of  the  difeafe ;  I  mufl,  therefore,  beg  per- 
million  to  defcribe  what  I  mean. 

In  the  female  fubjed  the  parts  deftined  for  the 
continuation  of  the  fpecies,  unfold  themfelves  at 
the  maturity  of  the  individual,  and  continue  in 
that  (late  until  their  decadence,  when  they  ought 
to  clofe,  and  continue,  dur  ing  the  exiftence  of  the 
individual,  as  they  were  prior  to  their  evolution. 
In  palling  through  thefe  dages,  they  are  liable  to 
a  variety  of  complaints,  but  with  thofe  we  are  not 
now  occupied.  It  is  towards  the  decline,  or  after 
the  meridian  of  life,  when  the  fyftem  feems  upon 
the  collapfe,  that  the  peculiar  difeafed  adion  de¬ 
nominated  cancer,  generally  attacks  the  fubjed* 
I  mean  here  only  to  treat  of  the  cancerous  mammae 
of  the  female  fubjed,  as  fores  denominated  can¬ 
cerous,  and  happening  promifcuoully  to  either 
fex,  as  upon  the  lip  or  tongue,  I  deem  a  difeafed 
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a&ion  of  a  very  different  nature,  and  which  confe* 
quently  would  require  a  feparate  inveftigation. 

Few  patients  attacked  with  cancer  can  give 
much  information  refpe&ing  its  origin.  Some 
fay  that  they  have  had  indurations  without  pain, 
for  years ;  others  have  not  been  fenfible  of  fuch 
obftru&ions,  and  have  only  been  attacked  with 
fwelling  and  uneafinefs  for  a  fhort  period  prior  to 
their  application.  In  fome  I  have  obferved  the 
firft  painful  fymptom  has  been  from  the  fhortening 
of  one,  or  more,  of  the  tubulse  la&iferse.  This 
thickening  of  thefe  tubes  caufes  a  retroceffion  of  the 
papilla,  and  draws  the  attention  of  the  patient  to 
the  part.  Whether  the  obftru&ion  of  the  gland 
caufes  the  irritation  of  the  tube,  or  the  tube  that  of 
the  gland,  I  am  unable  to  afcertain.  I  have,  at  dif¬ 
ferent  times,  had  both  opinions.  The  former  ap¬ 
pears  probable,  as  in  many  extirpated  hardened 
mammae,  I  have  obferved  pus  fecreted  in  different 
parts  of  the  gland,  without  having  irritated  the 
whole  of  the  milk  tubes  leading  to  thofe  parts. 
From  this  ftage  of  the  retroceffion  of  the  papilla, 
the  progrefs  of  the  complaint  varies  in  every  indi¬ 
vidual  fubjeft,  until  it  arrives  at  the  ftate  of  open 
cancer ;  and  alfo  from  that  period  to  its  final  ter¬ 
mination.  This  variation,  in  each  particular  indi¬ 
vidual,  depends  upon  the  different  conftitutions,* 
as  they  are  more  or  lefs  irritable,  and  obnoxious  to 
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particular  difeafes :  for  inftance,  it  frequently  hap¬ 
pens,  that  a  fubjed  who  has  been  much  troubled 
with  the  difeafed  adions  of  different  fentient 
parts,  termed  chronic  rheumatifm,  will  on  a  hid¬ 
den  be  relieved  fiom  all  thofe  complaints  ;  but  in  a 
few  months  fhe  finds  a  painful  induration  in  her 
breaft,  with  the  retradion  of  the  nipple.  There  then 
we  have  the  firft  ftage  of  cancer  formed.  In  fubjeds 
thus  affeded  it  appears  more  than  nature  can  do, 
to  keep  up  the  healthy  unity  of  action  over  the 
whole  fyftem  ;  for,  when  by  an  unobferved  caufe, 
a  healthy  adion  is  produced  in  parts  accuftomed  to 
difeafe,  a  torpor  takes  place  in  a  lefs  fentient  part, 
producing  obftrudion,  and  the  fubfequent  death  of 
the  part. 

I  have  mentioned  the  ceffation  of  rheumatifm  as 
a  caufe  which  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  ob- 
ferving  myfelf.  I  am  fupported  in  this  fad  by  the 
obfervation  of  many  practitioners  of  eminence,  and 
among  the  red:  the  late  Dr  Fothergill.  Should  the 
theory  by  which  I  have  ventured  to  explain  this 
alternation  be  founded  in  truth,  it  will  readily  be  ad¬ 
mitted,  that  the  ceffation  of  many  other  habitual  dif¬ 
eafed  adions  may  tend  to  the  fame  unfortunate  effed. 

Not  only  has  the  fad  of  cancer  fucceeding  the 
ceffation  of  rheumatifm  been  remarked,  but  a  me¬ 
dical  friend,  of  whofe  obfervation  I  have  the  high- 
eft  opinion,  has  affured  me  that  he  has  known  the 
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inverfe  of  this  take  place,  viz.  A  lady  who  had  had 
no  previous  difeafe,  was  attacked  with  cancer, 
which  was  fuccefsfully  extirpated  and  healed;  but 
in  a  fhort  time  afterwards,  fhe  was  afflided  with 
rheumatifm,  which  affumed  the  chronic  type  ;  and 
Ihe  remained  troubled  with  this  difeafed  adion, 
which  increafed  fo  much,  as  to  confine  her  to  her 
bed  during  the  laft  years  of  her  life. 

From  thefe  obfervations  we  are  led  to  conclude, 
that  females,  who  have  been  fubjed  to  chronic 
rheumatifm,  are  difpofed  to  take  on  the  cancerous 
adion:  and  again,  that  thofe  who  have  under¬ 
gone  the  cancerous  adion,  are  difpofed  to  take  on 
the  rheumatic.  We  (hould  therefore  warn  thofe 
with  fuch  difpofitions,  to  avoid  whatever  may  break 
in  upon  their  limited  fp*" ere  of  healthy  adion. 

Cancerous  affedions  of  the  mammae  will  divide 
themfelves  into  two  ftages.  The  firfl  will  include 
all  the  phenomena,  from  the  torpor  of  the  part, 
until  it  ends  in  the  partial  death  of  the  gland,  and 
ulceration  commences.  From  this  point  the  fecond 
ftage  will  arife,  which  continues  until  the  dead 
part  is  either  taken  away  by  art,  or  thrown  off  by  na¬ 
ture,  and  a  cicatrix  formed  ;  or  it  remains  until  the 
corrofive  folution  of  the  dead  part  afiimilates  the 
living  to  itfelf,  and  preys  upon  the  fubjed,  who 
wears  out  a  painful  exiftgnce  by  hedic  fever. 

This  divifion  of  cancerous  affedions  into  two 
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flages  will  confiderably  aflift  us,  when  we  take  a' 
philofophic  view  of  the  beft  means  to  be  ufed  with 
the  intention  of  removing  the  difeafed  aCtion  in 
each  of  the  flages. 

A  recent  publication  by  Dr.  Jofeph  Adams,  of 
Madeira,  author  of  Obfervations  on  Morbid  Poi- 
fons,  has  fallen  into  my  hands.  It  is  intitled 
Obfervations  on  the  Cancerous  Bread,  and  con- 
fids  of  letters  to  and  from  the  author,  and  fome 
of  the  fird  phyfiologids  of  the  prefent  day. 
Coming  from  fuch  able  hands,  I  fhall  give  a  fhort 
account  of  thefe  recent  ideas. 

Dr.  Adams  prefixes  to  his  correfpondence,  a 
paper  by  Dr.  John  blunter,  F.  R.  S.  giving  an  ac¬ 
count  of  the  diffeclion  of  a  man,  who  died  of  a  fup- 
preflion  of  urine,  produced  by  a  collection  of  hy¬ 
datids,  between  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  and  the  rec¬ 
tum  ;  with  obfervations  on  the  manner  in  which 
hydatids  grow,  and  multiply  in  the  human  body* 
It  appears  from  the  cafe,  as  related,  that  feveral  tu¬ 
mors  containing  hydatids,  had  been  generated  in 
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the  lower  part  of  the  fpleen,  and  as  they  became 
more  unfolded  from  their  original  nidus,  had  funk 
down,  infmuating  themfelves  into  the  cellular 
membrane,  and  lodging  themfelves  in  fuch  quanti¬ 
ties  between  the  bladder  and  the  reCtum,  as  to  bring 
on  the  fatal  fuppreflion.  The  flruClure  of  the  hy¬ 
datids  was  the  fame  in  both  great  and  fmall ;  a 
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franfparent  bag,  uniformly  round  and  fmooth,  filled 
with  clear  water.  They  confided  of  two  coats,  or 
'layers,  and  were  perfectly  fpherical,  neither  ad¬ 
hering  to  any  fack,  nor  were  they  united  to  each 
other.  Some  of  them  appeared  of  an  amber  colour, 
and  the  coats  of  thefe  were  thicker.  Upon  open¬ 
ing  them,  their  internal  coats  were  ftudded  with 
fmaller,  or  young,  ones,  about  the  fize  of  a  pin’s 
head.  Some  of  the  water  in  which  thefe  final! 
ones  floated,  was  examined  by  the  microfcope, 
and  found  to  contain  a  quantity  of  minute  hydatids 
fwimming  in  it.  When  once  an  hydatid  has  found 
its  nefl,  the  further  progrefs  of  this  fpecies  of 
vermes  appears  to  depend  on  its  own  laws.  It  ex¬ 
pands  itfelf,  and  is  pregnant  with  a  young  brood  : 
at  length  they  iflue  forth,  and  the  parent  animal 
lofes  its  exiflence,  and  fhrinks  into  a  fubftance  re- 
fembling  ifmglafs.  Hydatids  of  this  kind,  viz. 
round  tranfparent  bags,  like  fmall  white  grapes, 
have  been  difcharged  from  various  parts  of  the 
body,  by  vomit  and  ftool ;  (Phil.  Trans,  vol.  xxii. 
page  1797  ;)  from  the  breafl  by  coughing  ;  (Med. 
Trans,  vol.  ii.  page  486;)  from  the  bladder  by 
urine,  and  from  tumors  in  different  parts  of  the 
body.  (Phil.  Trans,  vol.  xv.  page  2344.)  Hydatids 
of  this  defcription,  Dr  Adams  denominates  hyda- 
tis  lymphatica  ;  and  when  their  contents  are  tinged 
with  red  blood,  he  terms  them  hydatis  cruente. 

Hydatids 
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Hydatids  have  been  found  in  the  brains  of  flieep, 
and  have  been  obferved  to  move,  which  has  confti- 
tuted  them  animalcules ;  and  thefe  animalcules 
have  been  found  exactly  to  refemble  the  hydatids 
in  the  human  liver.  The  motion  of  thefe  confti- 
tutes  the  proof  of  their  feparate  exiftence.  The 
contraction  of  the  hydatis  lymphatica  in  throwing 
out  its  contents  when  punctured,  proves  its  motion, 
and  thus  its  feparate  life.  On  a  parity  of  proof 
and  reafoning,  Dr  Adams  contends  for  the  exiftence 
of  the  hydatis  carcinomatofa.  He  fays,  take  a 
breaft  immediately  after  amputation,  and  make  a 
tranfverfe  fe&ion  through  the  increafed  fatty  ap¬ 
pearance  of  the  tumor,  and  it  at  firft:  looks  perfectly 
fmooth  ;  but,  upon  an  inftant  attention,  you  will 
find  the  yellow  greenifh  fat  aflume  a  papillary  form. 
On  examination  he  thinks  it  will  be  found,  that 
each  of  thefe  papillae  is  the  contents  of  a  capfuie 
or  bag,  the  contra&ion  of  which  forms  the  above 
appearance  5  and  this  contraction  he  fuppofes  to 
arife  from  the  feparate  vitality  of  each  .  of  thefe 
capfulesas  animalcules,  and  not  from  any  elafticity 
as  a  part  of  the  living  fubject. 

From  the  various  proofs  we  have  of  the  real 
exiftence  of  animalcules  in  different  living  animals,, 
whether  under  the  appearance  of  vermes  or  hyda¬ 
tids,  in  the  brain,  in  the  liver  (as  of  fheep)  or  in 
different  parts  of  the  body,  it  behoves  us  to  receive 
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the  opinions  of  others,  in  matters  of  fuch  importance, 
with  unprejudiced  attention,  more  particularly  fo, 
when  the  united  efforts  of  the  firft  abilities  have 
been  employed  upon  this  arduous  invefligation, 
from  the  earlieft  records  of  the  hiflory  of  our  art. 
For  my  own  part,  I  confefs  that  the  idea  of  infe&s 
caufmg  the  difeafe,  as  mentioned  by  Juftamona, 
(vide  his  account  of  the  methods  purfued  in  the 
treatment  of  cancerous  and  fchirrhous  diforders, 
page  66,  et  feq.)  and  entertained  by  a  German, 
and  an  Italian  author,  appeared  to  me  fanciful. 
He  fuppofes  that  the  abforbents  take  up  the  ger- 
mina  from  the  air,  and  are  thus  introduced  into 
the  fyftem.  Whether  we  receive  the  ova  of  ani¬ 
malcules  by  abforption  from  the  air,  or  from  our 
food,  as  is  fuppofed  to  be  done  in  our  drink  on 
the  coaft  of  Guinea,  or  from  what  other  fource,  I 
know  not ;  but  it  appears  that  all  nature  is  fo 
pregnant  with  life,  that  one  animal  no  fooner 
lofes  its  individual  power  of  exigence,  than  it 
ferves  as  a  nidus  for  thoufands  of  other  exiftences : 
nay  further,  if  the  animal  do  not  keep  up  the  unity 
of  life,  the  dead  portion  may  abound  with  germi¬ 
nating  ova,  and  the  fituation  of  that  part  may  give 
rife  to  a  generation  which  will  declare  war  upon 
the  body ;  and,  as  in  cancer,  either  require  forcible 
expulfion,  or,  wearing  down  the  fubjeft,  caufe  its 
death;  This  is  ftrongly  illuftrated  by  a  cafe  re¬ 
lated 
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lated  in  the  firfl:  volume  of  the  new  feries  of  the 
Journal  de  Medicine,  &c.  for  the  year  nine.  A 
healthy  man  of  thirty  received  a  violent  blow  on 
the  region  of  the  liver,  which  gave  him  much 
pain ;  but,  on  that  ceafing,  he  paid  no  further 
attention  to  it.  In  about  a  year  a  fwelling  took 
place  in  the  part  where  he  had  received  the  injury, 
and  continued  to  increafe  in  fpite  of  every  effort 
to  prevent  it.  This  brought  on  a  marafmus,  which 
wore  him  out  in  about  fix  years.  On  opening  the 
body  the  large  lobe  of  the  liver  was  occupied  by  a 
tenia  hydatigena,  the  contents  of  which  were  five 
quarts  of  a  clear  liquor.  It  feems  to  have  been 
folitary,  as  no  mention  is  made  of  any  fmaller  ones 
appearing.  There  was  neither  pus,  nor  inflamma^ 
tion  in  the  part.  Might  it  not  be  inferred  from 
this  hiftory,  that  as  the  violence  was  infufficient  to 
excite  the  fuppurative  a£lion,  the  torpor,  or  partial 
death  of  a  part  of  the  vifcus,  allowed  the  unfolding 
of  the  ovum  of  the  tenia,  which  the  vital  principle# 
during  the  unity  of  life,  had  been  capable  of  fub- 
duing. 

From  this  view  of  the  matter,  we  fee  the  necef- 
fity  of  keeping  up  the  unity  of  life.  In  a  former 
cffay  (vide  Effay  on  Burns)  I  fhewed,  that  to  pre- 
ferve  .health,  it  was  neceffary  to  keep  up  a  certain 
unity  of  a&ion. 

Dr  Adams  carries  his  ideas  of  the  animalcular 
.  exigence 
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exiflence  of  tumors  flill  further.  He  fuppofes  that 
fleatoma,  atheroma,  and  meliceris,  are  all  of  this 
clafs  ;  or,  in  fa£l,  that  all  encyfted  tumors,  whofe 
cyfl  and  contents  have  no  communication  with 
the  furrounding  blood-veflels,  enjoy  an  ceconomy 
fimilar  to  the  hydatis  lymphatica.  In  addition  to 
thefe  ideas,  and  confirming  the  necefTity  of  a  unity 
of  action,  we  learn  from  practitioners  in  tropical 
climates,  that  cancer  is  fcarcely  known  among  the 
natives ;  and  the  flow  progress  of  the  difeafe  in 
thofe  who  have  carried  it  to  a  warm  climate,  wrould 
lead  us  to  conclude  that  fuch  a  removal  was  the 
mofl  advifeable  palliative.  Dr  Adams  remarks, 
that  in  the  mild  climate  of  Madeira,  he  had  only 
feen  two  occult,  and  one  ulcerated  cancer,  and 
that  the  whole  had  been  of  above  twenty  years 
handing,  and  rarely  accompanied  with  pain. 

Thefe  obfervations  confirm  me  flill  further  in 
the  utility  of  the  tepid,  or  modified  vapor  bath,  by 
means  of  which  the  falutary  effeCls  of  a  happier  clime 
may  be  produced  in  our  lefs  genial  atmofphere. 
As  a  cautionary  practice  at  that  peculiar  period  of 
life,  when  females  are  the  mofl  expofed  to  local 
engorgements,  or  partial  death  of  parts,  on  the  con* 
fervation  of  which  their  future  happinefs  depends, 
as  fenfitive  beings,  nothing  can  be  more  falutary 
than  a  frequent  courfe  of  tepid  bathing,  together 
with  a  judicious  ufe  of  occafional  alteratives ;  fo  as 
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to  keep  up  the  unity  of  a&ion  of  the  parts  with 
the  whole.  Were  thefe  means  properly  employed, 
many  vi&ims  might  be  fnatched  from  this  difeafe, 
and  many  experienced  and  enlightened  mothers 
preferved  to  their  families,  at  a  period  when  their 
anxious  folicitude,  joined  to  their  knowledge  of  the 
world,  is  rendered  highly  necefiary  to  their  off- 
fpring,  to  affid  them  in  treading  the  devious  and 
thorny  path  of  civilized  life. 

Whenever  any  part  of  the  body  becomes  torpid, 
and  ceafes  to  perform  its  fund  ions,  coating  the 
fyftem,  as  it  were,  with  that  mod  diffufible  of  all 
metallic  fubdances,  mercury,  feems  to  be  the 
readied  means  we  pofiefs  of  redoring  a  unity  of 
action  to  the  whole.  This  explains  to  us  why 
mercury  cures  fuch  a  variety  of  difeafes  arifmg  from 
torpor  in  fuch  different  parts  of  the  fydem — it 
blends  the  whole  together,  and  equalizes  life.  In 
the  hands  of  a  fkilful  practitioner  it  is  a  bleffmg  to 
mankind  ;  yet  the  abufe  of  it  is  one  of  the  greated 
curfes  to  which  the  human  frame  is  liable.  Its 
friendly  adion  may  be  greatly  affided  by  other 
means,  but  more  particularly  by  tepid  vapor,  and 
water  baths.  A  fmaller  quantity,  with  thefe  helps, 
will  produce  the  wifhed-for  effed.  The  equalizing 
adion  of  the  one  unites  and  affids  the  other.  I 
mud  here  obferve  that  I  have  had  feveral  patients, 
who,  by  a  gentle  courfe  of  alteratives,  and  the  ufe 
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of  the  vapor  bath  at  96,  have  had  indurated  tumors 
of  the  mammary  glands  perfectly  difperfed.  I 
number  among  thefe  fortunate  perfons,  ladies  be¬ 
tween  the  ages  of  forty  and  fifty,  as  well  as  young 
perfons  who  had  tumors  from  accidents. 

OF  THE  LOCAL  MEANS. 

On  looking  over  Mrs  Brown’s  cafe,  it  will  im¬ 
mediately  occur  to  the  reader  that  I  could  have  no 
other  view  in  ordering  an  application  to  the  part, 
than  an  intention  of  foothing  her  fufferings,  with 
the  lead  poffible  trouble  and  expence,  both  to  the 
patient  and  attendant. 

My  experience  in  private  practice ;  my  obferva- 
tions  in  public  hofpitals ;  and  the  refult  of  my 
reading,  offered  me  many  coftly  and  elaborate 
applications,  prepared  from  the  different  kingdoms 
of  nature,  of  which  much  was  promifed  in  the  re¬ 
ports  of  thofe  who  had  invented,  or  ufed  them : 
but  when  I  confidered  their  effects,  as  ufed  by  others, 
or  the  nothingnefs  they  produced,  when  under  my 
own  direction,  I  found  little  inducement  to  repeat 
what  had  formerly  ended  in  difappointment ;  and 
no  great  inclination  to  apply  the  incongruous 
compounds  which  I  had  not  yet  feen  tried,  although 
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they  were  regarded  by  their  inventors,  and  an¬ 
nounced  by  them,  as  fpecifics. 

Being  thus  unprejudiced  in  favor  of  any  known 
application,  I  felt  myfelf  at  liberty  to  adopt  any 
which  experience  or  analogy  might  fuggeft.  On 
revolving  the  matter  in  my  mind,  I  was  induced 
to  think  of  the  carbonate  of  lime,  by  having  feen 
very  evident  beneficial  effe&s  from  its  liberal  ufe 
in  extenfive  fores,  where  the  fecretion  was  abun¬ 
dant,  and  not  good.  An  account  of  fome  of  thofe 
cafes  I  have  already  communicated  in  my  fecond 
EiTay  on  Burns,  and  others  of  greater  magnitude, 
and  of  more  decifive  advantage,  I  have  had  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  obferving  in  my  practice  fince  that 
period. 

It  will  perhaps  be  pardoned  by  my  medical 
readers,  fhould  I  digrefs  here,  and  give  an  account 
of  a  cafe  in  which  it  proved  of  the  greateft  ufe,  and 
which  happened  juft  at  the  period  when  the  cancer 
cafe  occurred  ;  and  in  fact,  formed  that  link  in 
the  analogy  which  urged  me  to  the  ufe  of  the  car¬ 
bonate.  Such  is  the  apology  I  offer,  which  I  can 
readily  fuppofe  will  be  accepted  by  the  medical 
philofopher,  as  he  will  be  enabled  by  thefe  means 
fo  trace  the  catenation  of  ideas  which  brought  me 
to  the  point  where  I  wifn  to  place  him. 

A  lady  having  approached  too  near  the  fire,  her 
cloaths  unfortunately  enflamed,  by  which  means 
.5 _ i  E  2  fhe 
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fhe  was  very  feverely  burnt  in  various  parts  of  her 
body.  The  tremendous  fhock  of  fuch  an  alarming 
fituation,  both  upon  the  fubjed  and  her  immediate 
attendants,  produced  fuch  an  effed  on  their  ner¬ 
vous  fy Items,  as  required  confiderabie  flimuli  to 
reftore  them  to  the  colleded  Itate,  fo  defirable  in 
fuch  emergencies.  Betides  the  moral  effect  of  fear, 
the  lady  experienced  extenfive  phyfical  disorganiza¬ 
tion,  particularly  on  the  integuments  covering  the 
calf  of  the  leg,  where  an  efchar  was  formed  as 
large  as  the  palm  of  the  hand,  which,  when  it 
feparated  from  the  living  parts  beneath,  expofed 
the  mufcular  fibres  of  the  galtronemii  mufcles.  It 
will  be  unneceffary  for  me  to  relate  the  means  I 
ufed  to  urge  the  fyflem  to  perform  the  arduous 
duty  of  ridding  itfelf  from  this  dead  part,  as  I  have 
already  amply  detailed  them  in  my  Eflays  on  Burns; 
it  will  be  fufficient  to  remark,  that  the  whole  fcope 
of  treatment,  as  there  recommended,  was  fully  put 
into  pradice,  and  with  the  happieft  effeds ;  for  I 
have  no  hefitation  in  faying,  that  life  in  this  cafe 
was  fo  nearly  balanced,  that  had  the  pradice  been 
lefs  energetic  on  the  fame  plan,  or  the  old  means 
adopted,  death  would  have  been  the  refult. 

During  a  procefs  of  fuch  magnitude  to  the  fyf- 
tem,  and  which  continued  for  fo  long  a  period  of 
time  as  from  fix  weeks  to  two  months,  a  variety 
of  appearances  mull  have  taken  place  on  the  fecreting 
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furface.  Sores  from  whatever  caufe  theyarife,  have 
their  appearances  dependent  both  on  the  general 
health  of  the  body*  and  the  local  health  of  the 
part.  Whoever  has  been  accuftomed  to  attend  an 
hofpital  will  have  obferved  that  at  certain  periods 
the  flighted  wounds  have  fuch  a  tendency  to  dege¬ 
nerate,  that  the  mod  judicious  local .  treatment  is 
lod  upon  them.  I  have  obferved  at  the  Hotel 
Dieu  in  Paris,  that  patients  with  lacerated  wounds, 
after  operations  which  were  performed  with 
addrefs,  have  when  apparently  doing  well,  fudden- 
ly  degenerated,  and  the  injured  parts  have  aflumed 
that  chara&eridic  fore,  now  beginning  to  be  well 
known  by  the  appellation  of  Hofpital  fore.  In  Eng¬ 
land  I  have  obferved  that  this  is  much  lefs  frequent 
than  in  France,  *  though  in  looking  over  the  re¬ 
ports 


*  I  believe  this  arifes  from  the  different  treatment,  as  well 
as  from  the  badnefs  of  the  air  of  an  hofpital.  The  Engliffi 
furgeons,  in  general,  do  not  deplete  fo  much  as  was  the  cuftom 
in  France,  after  any  accident.  In  this,  I  believe,  they  are 
right.  The  aftonifhing  fuccefs  I  have  met  with  in  my  treat¬ 
ment  of  Burns,  and  the  united  teftimonies  of  its  efficacy  by 
fome  of  the  firft  furgeons,  mufl  naturally  have  produced  a  con- 
iiderable  effedl  on  my  pra&ice  in  other  parts  of  furgery.  I 
have  many  cafes  in  my  note  book  which  convince  me  that  the 
whole  treatment  of  external  medicine  muft  and  will  undergo 
as  great  and  as  beneficial  changes  as  I  have  been  fortunate 
enough  to  produce  in  this.  T  hope  further  opportunity  and 
leifure  will  enable  me  to  point  out  this  more  fully. 
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ports  of  the  different  hofpitals  in  England,  we 
find  a  great  variety  in  the  refult  of  the  fame 
operations.  Front  the  general  diffufion  of  know*- 
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ledge,  and  from  the  known  ability  of  moil:  of 
bur  furgeons  in  county  hofpitals,  there  is  every 
reafon  to  fufped,  that  this  difference  depends  upon 
the  fame  caufe  in  our  ifland,  as  it  did  upon  the  con¬ 
tinent,  viz.  upon  the  ill  conftru&ion  of  the  older 
hofpitals,  or  infirmaries,  in  which  the  patients  were 
Crowded  together  in  ill  ventilated  wards,  generating 
a  virulent  and  contagious  difeafe ;  fo  that  our  be¬ 
nevolent  inflitutions,  inflead  of  a  bleffing,  became 
a  curfe,  and  formed  a  focus  of  deadly  poifoa.  W6 
are  informed  by  various  authorities  that  this  fore 
annually  vifits  the  wards  of  the  Edinburgh  infirm 
mary ;  and  fcarcely  a*  year  paffes  but  feveral  ftui 
dents  fall  a  facrifice  to  the  propagation  of  typhus 
from  the  fame  caufe. 

Similar  pernicious  fources  of  difeafe  having  ex¬ 
erted  their  baneful  influence  on  our  hofpital  (New- 
caftle  upon  Tyne)  lately  drew  the  attention  of  that 
obferving,  experienced,  and  benevolent  phyfician,* 
Dr  Clark,  who  undertook  an  extenfive  correfpon- 
dence  with  the  mofl:  diftinguifhed  medical  charac¬ 
ters  in  the  kingdom,  from  which  he  has  not  only 
been  enabled  to  point  out  the  defects,  but  to  fug- 
gefl  the  remedies  beft  adapted  to  render  the  hofpital 
one  of  the  moft  complete  of  its  fize  in  this  coun¬ 
ty- 
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try.  He  has  alfo  exerted  himfelf  with  the  fupport- 
ers  of  the  charity,  and  a  liberal  fubfcription  hap 
been  raifed  for  the  improvements  he  has  recom¬ 
mended.  He  will  have  the  fatisfa&ion  of  feeing 
this  pile  confecrated  to  humanity,  and  his  reward 
mull  be  confined  to  his  own  bread.  But  why  ? 
Would  it  be  lefs  becoming  an  enlightened  legifla- 
ture  and  government  to  confer  dignities  on  the 
men  who  by  laborious  exertions  have  acquired, 
and  exert,  talents  to  lefien  the  mafs  of  human 
woes,  than  upon  thofe  whofe  cruel  fate  obliges 
them  to  facrifice  hecatombs  of  their  fellow  creatures 
in  performing  what  is  termed  their  duty  ! ! !  Or  is  it 
wife  not  to  take  the  advantage  of  the  moral  ftimu- 
lus  which  fuch  a  civic  crown  would  give  to  the 
quantity  of  intellect  tending  to  the  fame  point  ? 
Thefe  changes  I  have  no  doubt  will  infure  the  pa  - 
tients  from  the  contagious  efie&s  of  the  hofpital 
fore  ;  yet  though  this  difeafe  may  not  be  generated, 
fores  will  always  partake  of  the  general  health  of 
the  patient  ;  and  any  cold,  or  feverilh  difpofition, 
no  where  Ihews  itfelf  fo  foon  as  on  a  fecreting  fur- 
face.  I  had  ample  occafion  to  remark  this  in  the 
cafe  I  am  relating,  for  when  the  fuppuration  had 
been  eftablilhed,  and  the  efchar  was  feparating  it¬ 
felf  from  the  living  fibres,  on  a  fudden  the  nature 
of  the  difcharge  was  changed,  as  alfo  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  the  wound.  The  former  was  thin,  ferous, 

rather 
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rather  curdly,  and  tinged  with  blood  :  the  latter 
looked  paler,  and  the  efchar  had  the  afh  colour 
with  that  clofe  firm  attachment,  which  is  fo  alarm¬ 
ing  in  mortification.  Thefe  changes  took  place 
from  an  attack  of  fever  ;  not  from  the  fymptoma- 
tic  fever  which  arifes  from  the  firfl  excitement  of 
fuch  an  accident ;  but  from  a  fecondary  fever,  as 
we  fometimes  obferve  in  bad  cafes  of  natural  fmall- 
pox.  As  fuppuration  had  been  well  eftablifhed  by 
the  eighth  day,  and  my  patient  had  {hewn  an  aver- 
fion  to  medicine,  wine,  and  the  other  ftimuli,  which 
I  had  plentifully  given  in  the  firffc  indance,  I  had 
allowed  her  to  follow  her  own  inclination  ;  but  on 
the  1 2th  day  I  was  alarmed  by  the  changes  I  have 
already  noted  :  her  fever,  redleffnefs,  and  third,  at 
this  period  of  the  difeafe  were  exceflive,  and  I  was 
again  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  the  dimulants,  to 
excite  her  fyflem  to  healthy  action.  At  firft 
they  appeared  to  aggravate  the  febrile  fymptoms  ; 
but  by  continuing  their  ufe,  fecretion  was  the  re- 
fult  \  and  in  eight  and  forty  hours  after  this  fecond 
fever,  a  moid  tongue,  and  a  laudable  pus  on  the 
wound,  again  announced  the  fafety  of  my  patient. 
Such  was  the  fympathy  of  the  mouth,  with  the  fur- 
face  of  the  fore,  that  I  could  afcertain  the  date  of 
the  one  by  the  bare  infpe&ion  of  the  other :  in 
fhort,  I  have  ever  looked  upon  a  wound  as  an  ex¬ 
cellent  index  to  point  out  the  date  of  the  body. 

We 
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We  feern  by  fuch  infpe&ion  to  get  within  the  ex¬ 
ternal  boundaries  of  the  fyftem,  and  to  be  prefent 
at  the  fecret  councils  of  nature.  The  light  which 
external  medicine  refledls  upon  the  internal  atHons 
of  the  body,  or  thofe  a&ions  which  are  controlled 
by  internal  agents,  whether  they  clafs  in  the  ma¬ 
teria  medica,  or  as  culinary  means,  is  very  great. 
Perhaps  at  fome  future  period  when  the  re-union  of 
furgery  and  medicine  fhall  take  place  (as  it  has  al¬ 
ready  in  France)  our  mod;  valuable  observations  may 
be  drawn  from  this  fource.  But  to  return.  The 
fecretion  being  again  eftablifhed,  became  abundant, 
fo  much  fo,  that  I  was  obliged  to  have  it  dreffed 
twice  a  day.  In  this  date  I  found  the  greatefl  effi¬ 
cacy  from  the  free  ufe  of  carbonate  of  lime.  It 
was  applied  half  an  inch  thick,  morning  and  evening, 
in  bare  contact  with  the  fore.  This  covering  re- 
preffed  the  growuh  of  fungus  in  the  central  part  of 
the  wound,  and  encouraged  the  formation  of  cuticle 
at  the  edges.  It  appeared  as  if  the  lime,  uniting 
with  the  fecretion  of  the  cellular  membrane,  formed 
a  pearly  coating,  fimilar  to  the  lining  of  oyfter  ffiells, 
or  probably  like  fhelling  in  the  cafe  of  birds.  Nor 
does  it  feem  improbable  that  the  procefs  of  fkinning, 
like  that  of  fhelling,  may  be  confiderably  affided 
by  the  addition  of  lime,  either  as  a  carbonate,  or 
as  a  phofphate.  Birds  at  the  laying  feafon,  as  cana¬ 
ries,  are  incapable  of  fuppiying  a  fufficient  quantity 
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e*f  calcareous  matter,  nnlefs  they  have  a  fupply  of 
k  with  their  food.  Hens,  I  am  informed,  if  pre¬ 
vented  from  this  fupply,  lay  eggs  without  fhells* 
Marine  animals  fecrete  much  calcareous  matter; 
the  annual  renewal  of  their  fhells  proves  this.  The 
whole  bony  fabric  of  animals  has  lime  for  its  bafis, 
and  the  fecretion  in  fome  cafes  of  fraffures  is  very 
abundant,  as  is  alfo  the  want  of  this  principle  in, 
ibme  cafes  of  mollities  offium.  If  lime  make  fo 
great  a  part  of  the  animal  as  the  bony  fyllem,  and 
if  the  want  of  it  prevent  the  purpofes  of  nature 
being  carried  into  effed,  as  is  obferved  in  birds, 
it  is  highly  probable  that  in  fome  old  obftinate  uW 
cerations,  benefit  might  be  derived  from  giving  this 
principle  internally,  as  well  as  from  its  external  ufe„* 
Carbonate  of  lime  feems  to  a£t  in  more  capacities 
than  one ;  for  it  not  only  coagulates  the  fecretion 
around  the  circumference  of  the  wound,  and  thus 
lays  the  bafis  of  the  cuticle  or  fhell,  but  it  abforbs 
the  redundant  fecretion  in  a  more  perfeff  manner 
than  the  fubffance  which  has  been  fo  long  in  ufe 
among  furgepns,  I  mean  the  lint,  or  charpie,  with 

which 

*  The  utility  of  lime,  externally  applied,  is  illuflrated  even 
in  the  vegetable  world.  The  famous  compofition  which  Mr 
Forfyth,  the  king’s  gardener,  nt  Kenfington,  applied  to  the 
wounds  of  foreft  trees,  owes  its  power  to  the  carbonate  of  lime,, 
from  the  rubbifh  of  old  plaftered  walls. 
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Which  it  is  the  cuftom  to  fill  all  wounds.  I  have  afed 
it  with  this  intention  in  numerous  inftances  with  the 
bell  effect.  It  alfo  corre&s  the  foetor  arihng  from 
ill-conditioned  wounds.  Carbonic  acid  has  long 
been  efteetned  as  a  corrective  in  all  putrid  difeafes, 
and  wasexprefsly  recommended  in  cancerous  cafes 
by  the  late  Dr  Ewart  of  Bath.  I  have  applied  it 
in  the  manner  he  recommended  ;  but  there  is  an 
infuperable  objection  to  the  continued  ufe  of  gafe- 
ous  fluids  to  ulcerated  furfaces ;  that  is,  the  want  of 
preffure,  which  is  fo  neceflary  to  fupport  thofe 
parts*  I  fhall  notice  this  when  I  come  to  fpeak  of 
Mr  Baynton’s  method  of  treating  ulcers.  The 
product  of  wounds  is  fo  unpleafant  for  chemical 
experiment,  that  I  am  unable  to  aflert  whether  the 
carbonate  of  lime  is  ufeful  from  its  being  decom- 
pofed,  and  giving  out  its  acid  in  a  nafcent  hate, 
as  was  fuggefted  to  me  by  an  ingenious  chemift, 
(Mr  Stancliffe)  or  merely  as  an  abforbent.  Char¬ 
coal  is  highly  fpoken  of  by  Mr  Sandford,  of  the 
Worcefler  infirmary,  as  poflefling  nearly  the  fame 
properties  which  I  have  found  in  the  carbonate  of 
lime ;  but  as  the  latter  is  much  the  more  cleanly 
fubflance,  I  have  been  led  to  prefer  its  ufe  in  molt 
cafes,  and  can  therefore  bettep  appreciate  its  value  : 
and  though  I  have  fometimes  ufed  charcoal,  yet 
not  fufnciently  to  enable  me  to  draw  a  juft  com- 
parifon :  but  in  whatever  way  the  effect  may  be- 
explained,  I  now  only  vouch  for  the  fa£t  of  utility. 
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The  fhelly  -  lamina  which  quickly  formed 
round  the  wound  of  my  burnt  patient,  and  ferved 
as  the  cuticle,  pleafed  me  fo  much,  that  I  was  in¬ 
duced  to  apply  the  carbonate  in  the  cafe  of  Mrs 
Brown.  The  deep  foul  ulcer  which  prefented  it- 
felf,  when  the  mammary  glands  were  thrown  off, 
left  a  very  confiderable  void.  This  was  filled  up  to 
the  level  of  the  adjoining  cuticle,  with  very  fine 
levigated  and  prepared  creta.  The  fcetor  of  the 
difcharge  became  lefs ;  the  matter  was  alio  of  a 
better  confidence,  and  in  fmaller  quantity.  In 
clearing  away  the  incruded  edges  of  the  fore  with 
a  fpatula,  after  having  taken  away  feveral  coatings, 
I  had  the  extreme  pleafure  of  perceiving  the  fheliy 
pellicle  forming  upon  the  cellular  membrane,  at 
an  acute  angle  with  the  cuticle.  The  wound  was 
drefifed  once  a  day;  and  at  the  end  of  a  month,  I 
fird  began  to  obferve  this  appearance.  From  fuch 
an  effort,  I  became  extremely  anxious  to  fecond 
the  endeavours  of  nature.  Some  fungudes  which 
appeared  to  obdruft;  this  procefs,  yielded  to  re¬ 
iterated  applications  of  alumen  udum,  over  which 
the  creta  as  ufual  was  applied.  There  dill  re¬ 
mained  fome  points  where  the  ulcers  continued  re¬ 
bellious,  notwithdanding  the  application  of  the 
alumen.  To  give  them  a  new  furface,  which  I 
was  in  hopes  I  fhould  be  enabled  to  cicatrice,  I  ap¬ 
plied,  by  means  of  a  probe  armed  with  lint,  and 
moidened,  fome  of  Plunket’s  powder,  made  ac¬ 
cording 
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cording  to  the  recipe  in  the  Pharmacopeia  Chirur- 
gica.  By  this  means  I  was  enabled  juft  to  touch 
the  points  of  the  fore,  which  appeared  to  me  to  re¬ 
quire  it.  I  afterwards  put  on  the  powdered  creta 
as  before.  The  arfenical  powder  prevented  the 
growth  of  fungus. 

Among  the  modern  improvements  in  furgery, 
none  is  of  more  ufe  than  the  healing  by  the  firft 
intention,  fo  beautifully  illuftrated  by  the  experi¬ 
ments  of  the  juftly  celebrated  John  Hunter.  This 
principle  has  been  very  properly  applied  to  opera¬ 
tions  on  the  breaft,  by  the  ingenious  Mr  Fearon : 
but  the  greateft  improvement  or  extenfton  of  this 
principle,  to  what  I  would  term  healing  by  the. 
fecond  intention,  has  been  made  by  the  ingenious 
Mr  Baynton,  of  Briftol.  This  application  of  ad- 
hefive  plafters  to  fecreting  wounds,  and  drawing 
the  edges  of  ulcers  together,  to  ailift  their  union, 
by  borrowing  the  adjoining  natural  covering,  and 
leaving  the  leaft  pofiible  cicatrix,  may  probably" 
lead  medical  men  to  inquire  into  and  ufe  the  pow¬ 
er  they  poflefs  upon  the  abforbent  fyftem,  by 
means  of  various  forts  of  bandages ;  an  inquiry 
which  would  conftderably  benefit  both  the  art  and 
the  artift. 

When  the  glands  in  Mrs  Brown’s  cafe  had  come 
away,  and  left  the  dee}*  ulcer  already  defcribed,  I 
made  ufe  of  Mr  Baynton’s  method  of  ftraps  of 
plafter,  with  a  view  of  bringing  the  edges  nearer 
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in  ccntaCt.  I  have  fince  thought  that  I  was  more 
indebted  to  this  mode  than  1  had  at  firft  fuppofed. 
I  believe  it  prevented  the  thickening  of  the  edges, 
and  kept  up  the  balance  of  the  abforbent  vefiels  ; 
by  which  means  the  fecretion  was  lefTened.,  and  the 
fhelling  by  the  ufe  of  creta  facilitated.  In  the  cafe 
of  Fairbridge,  as  it  is  related  in  page  18,  the  irri¬ 
tation  of  the  lymphatic  veffels  running  over  the 
clavicle,  and  communicating  up  the  neck  and  down 
the  arm,  was  confiderably  increafed  by,  ifitdidnot 
arife  from  the  eryfipelatous  inflammation  around 
the  fore.  The  fwelling  of  the  hand  and  arm  are 
fymptoms  not  noticed  by  any  author  I  have  met 
with,  except  in  a  paper  in  the  fixth  volume  of  the 
Medical  and  Phyfical  Journal,  by  that  attentive 
and  eminent  furgeon,  Mr  Simmons,  of  Manchefler. 
His  account  of  the  fympathy  of  the  hand  and 
bread,  is  fo  fimilar  to  what  I  obferved  in  my 
patient,  that  when  I  read  the  one,  I  find  it  an  ex- 
ad  defcription  of  the  other.  I  fhould  wifh  to  draw 
the  attention  of  practitioners  to  this  fymp* 
tom  ;  for  as  it  has  happened  in  thefe  two  cafes,  I 
fhould  fuppofe  it  would  appear  in  medical  writings 
more  frequently,  were  it  attentively  recorded.  As 
I  am  writing  this  merely  for  the  information  of  the 
profefkon,  I  fhail  criticife  my  own  practice  with 
as  much  feverity,  as  I  would  that  of  any  other 
practitioner,  well  aware  that  frequently  in  a  con¬ 
jectural  art,  the  readied  way  to  arrive  at  truth,  is 

to 


f 


C  47  2 

to  confefs  the  fteps  we  have  wandered  from  it.  With 
this  intention  I  confefs,  that  according  to  my  pre- 
fent  ideas,  I  did  not  life  Baynton’s  method,  in  the 
fecond  cafe,  with  the  perfeveranse  I  ought  to  have 
done.  The  fuccefs  in  one  cafe,  and  the  want  of 
it  in  the  other,  have  made  me  reflect  on  the  caufes 
why  the  fame  efredt  was  not  not  produced  in  both 
cafes.  The  principal,  I  apprehend,  was  the  neg- 
ledt  of  fupporting  the  integuments,  becaufe  the 
fkinning  procefs  took  place  at  the  bottom  of  the 
wound,  and  the  mi  fchief  Teemed  to  fpread  from  the 
edges,  causing  the  irritation  of  the  lymphatics,  and 
exciting  eryfipelatous  addon. 

If  future  experience  prove  that  the  artificial 
preffure  of  adhefive  plafter,  applied  after  the  man¬ 
ner  of  Baynton,  will  fupply  the  want  of  the 
natural  preffure  of  the  uninjured  integuments, 
thereby  keeping  up  the  equal  addon  cf  the  abfor- 
bants  and  exhalents,  we  may  look  upon  its  appli¬ 
cation  as  one  of  the  moll:  valuable  of  the 
modern  difcoveries.  This  principle,  with  the  ap¬ 
plication  of  carbonate  of  lime  in  afiifting  the  fkin-' 
ning  procefs,  appeared  to  me  of  fo  much  confe- 
quence,  and  of  fuch  general  application  in  furgery,' 
that  I  felt  it  a  duty  to  give  the  foregoing  account,^ 
hoping  it  may  lead  to  thofeconclufions  which  may  ad¬ 
vance  our  art,  and  increafe  our  power  of  doing  good. 

Though  from  what  has  been  already  faid,  lam 
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not  warranted  in  looking  upon  the  ufe  of  carbonate 
of  lime  as  a  fpecific,  yet  it  appears  to  me  to  merit 
the  utmoft  attention  of  the  faculty,  not  only  in 
cancer,  but  in  various  other  obdinate  fores.  It 
fhould  again  awaken  the  hope,  that  even  open  can* 
cerous  breads,  which  have  differed  ravages  beyond 
the  reach  of  the  knife,  may  have  their  furfaces  and 
fecretions  fo  altered  by  the  ufe  of  various  cauftic 
fubdances,  that  the  fubfequent  ufe  of  carbonate  of 
lime  may  be  enabled  to  form  a  new  (hell  or  cuticle 
upon  their  furface.  I  do  not  mean  to  argue 
againd  the  extirpation  of  the  bread  in  fome  cafes : 
on  the  contrary,  I  am  fully  fenfible  of  its  utility, 
in  our  prefent  uncertain  date  of  knowledge  upon 
this  fubjeft.  I  only  wifh  not  to  dafli  the  cup  of 
hope  from  the  lips  of  thofe,  who  have  not  the 
courage  to  fubmit  to  the  operation,  and  to  call 
the  faculty  again  to  the  charge,  in  hopes  of  viQory. 
The  fuccefs  of  the  alterative  plan,  in  the  fird  dages, 
I  fliould  hope,  would  induce  an  early  application 
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from  the  individual  threatened  with  this  difeafe ; 
fo  that  timely  attention  may  prevent  the  death  of 
the  obftru&ed  part,  and  that  it  may  again  be  added 
to  the  fydem,  fo  as  to  preferve  the  unity  and  health 
of  the  whole. 


FINIS. 
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